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Case Name:  Claude Dawson v. The State of Texas

     ! OFFENSE:  Possession of Controlled Substance (Guilty Plea) 
     ! COUNTY:  Harris 
     ! C/A CASE No.  01-00-0077-CR
     ! DATE OF OPINION: May 8, 2003
     ! DISPOSITION: Conviction Affirmed 
     ! TRIAL COURT: 185th D/C; Hon. Susan Brown
     ! LAWYERS: James Walker (Defense); Calvin Hartman (State)

Ed Note: The original Court of Appeals panel dismissed for a defective notice of appeal.  However, Court of
Criminal Appeals vacated, pursuant to Bayless v. State, 91 S.W.3d 801 (Tex.Cr.App. 2002)(see Greenwood
& Schulman, Vol. 10, No. 51; 12/23/2002), and on remand, the Court reaches the merits of the Appellant’s issues.

G/S 32.01 Search & Seizure / Reasonable Expectation of Privacy (Motel Room -- Search Warrant) -- Where
motel manager was suspicious about drug activity and informed police, and then after Appellant's "check out
time expired,” manager went to room and opened it, asking police officers to accompany him, and found
Appellant absent, but police officer smelled marijuana, and then based upon this “smell” information, secured
search warrant. The Court of Appeals finds that Appellant had effectively forfeited his right to privacy after
his check out time passed, and that manager’s entry with police officer was justified.
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