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Greetings from Austin.  On this, the occasion of

the 1000th report in this series, I want to take  some

time to reflect on the report and the association of

people involved; where we’ve been and where we’re

going.  

History of the Association

Austin Criminal Defense Lawyers Association

(“ACDLA”) had its first meeting at the State Bar

building in the Spring of 1991.  I was present at the

meeting but, being at that time an employee  of the Court of Criminal Appeals, I could not

become a member. 

Sometime that year or next, ACDLA began

having weekly meetings at which the most recent case

law was discussed.  As I recall, Carolyn Denero, who

had worked at the Court of Criminal Appeals for

Judge Frank Maloney, was in charge of organizing the

events.  On various occasions, she asked either Roy

Greenwood or me to come in an tell the lawyers what

the courts were doing.  

For reasons I either never knew or have

forgotten, ACDLA stopped having those meetings in the Spring of 1993.  Having had some fun
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to become Board Certified in both Criminal Law and Criminal
Appellate law. See his website at www.davidschulman.com.
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at these meetings with the local lawyers, Roy and I

decided that we would continue on our own. In the

summer of 1993, we began spreading the word that

the meetings would continue. Our first meeting was

Thursday, September 16, 1993.  The group began to

gel right away.

For the first 3½ years, we remained a small

group of Austin attorneys who would meet and discuss

case law.  Changes in the MCLE policies of the State

Bar of Texas (SBOT), however, caused a restructuring of the group.  

Beginning in the Fall of 1993, we were charging only $50 per course, or $100 per year for

up to 30 hours of participatory CLE.  Meetings are and continue to be one hour per week.  

The courses Roy and I put together were

approved as a single MCLE course of 15 weekly

events in the Fall, and a single MCLE course of 22

weekly events in the Spring.  In January of 1997, the

MCLE Department of the SBOT instituted a policy

that would have caused us to get each weekly course

approved, and, for accreditation costs to shoot up from

$10 per attorney per year, to $165-$175 per year. 

Given that we only charged $100 per year, we would

have had to either stop having our courses -- or raise the

prices, which is what the SBOT wanted to happen. 

SBOT personnel who disagreed with the changes

being instituted informed Greenwood & Schulman that

accreditation fees were not charged to associations that did

not charge its members to attend CLE seminars. Thus, the

“Greenwood & Schulman” seminars became known as

“Dave’s Bar Association” (“DBA”).

DBA became internationally recognized in 2000, when

we took our first legal research trip to Cuba. As we entered

the main lobby of Jose Martí International Airport, our tour

guide was holding up a sign which read "Dave's Bar
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Association."  Some of our group were wearing shirts

from our recent Criminal & Family Law Conference in

Hawaii, and our guide recognized us right away.  

During the spring of 1997, approximately 50

people became members of DBA, Since then, the

organization has grown to more than 200 members.

Because of this statewide growth and change in focus,

in April of 2002, DBA decided to change its name to

Texas Independent Bar Association (“TIBA”), to more

effectively describe its scope, while maintaining its mission to provide low-cost high-quality

continuing legal education to its members. 

In the 12 years since “DBA” became “TIBA,” we have produced 18 large seminars, 9

conferences in Hawaii, 4 trips to Cuba, and

approximately 400 weekly seminars like the ones Roy

and I were doing back in 1993.  Time hasn’t left us in

the dust, so we’ll keep doing what we’re doing. 

History of the Report

From the beginning, we had an exact division of

labor.  Roy was at that time writing the Courts of

Appeals’ summaries for Fenora Deputy’s “opinion

service,” so he was to be responsible for those

summaries.  I would be responsible for the summaries of the Court of Criminal Appeals’ cases,

and, as there were fewer of those, I would also be responsible for the paperwork.  Basically, I

made sure we had “CLE” credit.  

Our first report was “published” on September

9, 1993.  We would meet in one of the local courtrooms

and everyone attending was given a “hard” copy of the

report.  In order to offset the cost of photocopying the

report, we charged the attorneys $50 for the fifteen

week fifteen hour course.  That December, with some

funds left over, we had an “open house” get together

on the second floor of the old Katz’s restaurant, on

West 6th Street.   
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In the fall of 1995, having ended up in the red

for 1994 and the first half of 1993, we switched to fax

delivery of the reports.  Right away, some of the

lawyers started asking that we send their copies via

eMail.  Also in the Fall of 1995, the report started

being called “the Greenwood / Schulman report.”  I

wish I could say it was my idea, or Roy’s, but the

reality is that it was suggested by some of our

members.  I believe the first time the report was actually given that moniker was in November

of 1995 (see G&S, Vol. 3, No. 30; 11/06/1995).  The covers of the report then, as now, were designed

to grab the reader’s attention (see G&S, Vol. 3, No. 36; 12/11/1995).  

For the first several years, we produced our report primarily for Austin lawyers.  There

were a few prosecutors who stopped in, as well as

other government lawyers, such as from the parole

board.  In January of 1996, the report went statewide,

and the covers become more subdued (see G&S, Vol. 4,

No. 1; 01/22/1996). 

Although we have gone through some changes

in the report, such as the named being changed  to

“TIBA’s G&S Texas Criminal Law Report,” it remains

today what it was when we first went statewide in

1996.  The primary difference is that, in 2004, Roy Greenwood retired from writing the report

when the Court of Criminal Appeals recessed for the summer.  John Jasuta took up the challenge

of editing, and the report went from being the work of me and Roy to being the product of a group

of writers from both sides of the bar (see G&S, Vol. 12,

No. 26; 07/05/2004).

Sometime in the first year of the report, one of

the (now) long time TIBA told me that he read our

report so he would know which new cases he had to

read.  I had never thought of things that way, but I

realized immediately that, if we could provide that

service and nothing else, we would have still have
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been doing a good thing for the bar.  I am pleased to

say that I believe we have and continue to provide

that service. 

With that service in mind, therefore I was

saddened this week, I saw an eMail from a member to

our office asking to be taken off the distribution list

because “I don’t have time to read the summaries.” 

My first thought was that I’m certain this is

something he wouldn’t want a grievance committee to see.  After that, however, I was reminded

of discussions we’ve had recently in our weekly meetings concerning ineffective assistance cases

and lawyers who simply don’t keep up.   

If you don’t have time to ascertain what cases

you need to read, then you no doubt have no time to

keep up with day to day changes in the law.  Part of

me wants to believe that lawyers who think like that

don’t need to be in this group.  On the other hand,

another part of me wants to believe that this group is

exactly the type of group in which that lawyer needs

to be. 

Over the last twenty-one plus years, the names

of seventeen lawyers1 have graced the masthead of this report.  Some stayed only a short period

of time.  A few have been here since 2004. All in all, it is this mix of thoughts which led to what

one appellate judge called “a very balanced” review. 

Whatever changes are made to this report, you

can be sure that, what we will strive to do is to

continue to be that guide post it has always been.   It’s

not wise to rely on our report and not read the cases,

but to not read our report is an even bigger mistake. 

  1  Alan Curry; Helena Faulkner; Jeff Garon; Roy Greenwood; Lee Haidusek; John G. Jasuta; Terry Kirk; Karyl
Anderson Krug; Chuck Mallin; Gail Kikawa McConnell; Angela Moore; Doug O’Brien; Henry C. Paine, Jr.; David A.
Schulman; Kenneth Schutze; Greg Sherwood; Jeff Van Horn; and Kevin Yeary.
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